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Galle Children’s Festival Outreach

Mini Festival at Olcott MV
www.facebook.com/gallechildrensfestival
The Galle
Children’s
Festival is an
ongoing
program of
events, festivals
and
participation opportunities,
coordinated by the Serendipity
Trust (Guarantee) Ltd, for
children in Sri Lanka.
On Sunday 26th January 2014 a
Mini Festival was held in
partnership with host school
Olcott MV. This event aimed to
celebrate and showcase the
creativity of children in Sri Lanka.
Children from neighboring
schools came together to enjoy a
range of workshops run by local
and international artists and
practitioners and organsiations.
This event was generously made
possible thanks to generous
donations by the Galle Literary
Festival, UK Schools and
individuals from the Galle
community. Refreshments were
generously donated by Cargills in
partnership with the Festival’s
Food & Beverage Sponsors Kist,
Kotmale Yoguard, Kotmale Chox,
Sam’s Sausages and Magic
Rainbow.
The English Unit and Principal
from Olcott MV provided great

support with assisting to
coordinate the participating
schools, arranging the opening
ceremony and assisting with the
set up of each classroom. This
event was also proudly
supported by the Southern
Provincial Education Department
and the Galle Zonal Education
Office. The Mini Festival was

Yoguard Yoghurt, Kotmale Chox
Food Drink, Kist Fun B Fruit Juice
and a Magic Rainbow Ice Cream.
Positive feedback has been
received from all participating
students, teachers, schools,
The following workshops were
offered at January’s Mini Fest:
Creative Writing
Lal Medawattegedara (British
Council)
Students worked with published
author Lal Medewattegedara from
the British Council to learn various
methods for enhancing their
creative writing abilities in English.

officially opened by Mrs. Surangi,
Assistant Director of Education
(English), Galle Zonal Education
Office.
480 primary and secondary
students from 12 local schools in
the Galle Education Zone (Galle
Division) participated in this
exciting event.
Each participating student had
the opportunity to witness a
range of performances during
the Opening Ceremony as well as
participate in 3 workshops. Each
student also received a GCF
Sticker, Participation Certificate,
a Kist Water Bottle, Sam’s
Sausages Hot Dog, Kotmale

Craft Workshops (British Council)
Children created unique designs
out of paper and other waste
materials in this fun workshop led
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actor Palitha Silva.
Origami (JICA)
Students learnt the ancient
traditional art of paper folding
with the JICA volunteers

by the British Council, Sri Lanka.
Design and Print your Own
Fabric (Nirosha Ambagawatta)
The workshop offers the
opportunity to activate the
inherent creative ability in
every child. The activity aimed
to explore, create and evoke
fun with colors and fabric while
the working process is
considered more important
than the finish product.
Japanese Calligraphy (JICA)
Participants learnt the art of
Japanese calligraphy from a
JICA volunteer
Art Competition
Jon de Ath (British Council)
Students worked with Mr. Jon
de Ath from the British Council
Library to create amazing
illustrations that were entered
in to a competition run by the
British Council.
Drama Workshops
Palitha Silva (British Council)
Students participated in an
interactive Drama workshop
led by well-known Sri Lankan

Let's Read with Nifraz
(Nifraz Rifaz)
Nifraz, who has recently
published his first children’s
book, promotes a strong
reading culture amongst school
children as a lifelong habit. In
this session Nifraz read a
chapter from a Sinhala and
English story with the children.
They then made bookmarks.
Pottery Painting
(Serendipity Trust)
Students created their own
colourful designs on terracotta
vases which they could then
take home as gifts for their
family and friends.
Let’s Sing Songs with Signing
(Children’s Hope)
Volunteers from Children’s
Hope gave students the unique
opportunity to learn some of
their favourite songs using only
their hands. They also learnt
many greetings to enable them
to communicate with people
with hearing impairments.
Handmade Jewelry
(Children’s Hope)
Saving the environment was the

main theme of this workshop.
Students learnt how to recycle old
magazines and newspapers to
create colourful beads which can
be turned in to necklaces and
earings.
Animals in the Ocean (British
Council)
Students participated in a variety of
activities aimed at increasing their
confidence in spoken English
covering the theme of ‘Animals in
the Ocean’.
Animals in the Jungle (British
Council)
Students participated in a variety of
activities aimed at increasing their
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workshop, students had fun
learning different jump rope
techniques to music.

outs of writing a newspaper
article before heading out to
the festival to interview
participants and organisers.
One selected article will be
printed in the Sunday Times.

confidence in spoken English
covering the theme of ‘Animals
in the Jungle’.
Animals in the Snow (British
Council)
Students participated in a
variety of activities aimed at
increasing their confidence in
spoken English covering the
theme of ‘Animals in the
Snow’.
Handprint Art (Serendipity
Trust)Students loved getting
their hands messy in this fun
workshop where they created
colourful images of animals
using their handprints!
Mask Making (Serendipity
Trust)
Children discovered a little
about the history of the
famous Sri Lankan cultural
masks before using colours and
decorations to create their
own!
How to Write A Newspaper
Article (Serendipity Trust)
Students learnt the ins and

Drama English Games
(Serendipity Trust)
Students were led through a
variety of fun and interactive
Drama games aimed at
increasing their confidence and
interest in spoken English.

Imagine A Day
(The Imagine A Day Project &
Embilipitya Black Box)
Children were invited to step
into their imaginations with
drama and play workshops.
The workshop space was a
buzz with music, laughter and
shrieks of joy from all the
participants as they explored
their creativity.
3D Gift Cards (Serendipity
Trust)
Children used paper and beads
to create their own beautiful
handmade gift cards.
Recycled Crafts (Serendipity
Trust)
Participants enjoyed this craft
workshop where they
‘upcycled’ old newspapers and
card to create desk
organisers for their
stationery items!
Jump Rope Olympics
(JICA)
Students experienced
what it might be like to
be a student in a Sports
Class in Japan! In this active

Theatre Workshop
(Mind Adventures Theatre Co)
This was an active workshop
where participants enjoyed
stepping out of the box and
using improvisation to learn
new theatre and acting
techniques.
The Serendipity Trust
(Guarantee) Ltd was delighted
to work with so many creative
and talented individuals and
organisations as well as
partnering with Olcott MV to
hold such a unique and
worthwhile event for so many
students.

Some of the many volunteers who
made this GCF Event such a success!
A huge thanks to all of you!

School’s Out!
Holiday Workshop Program

The Serendipity Trust launched
our School’s Out! Holiday
Workshop Program for the first
time in December 2013!
This program of fun and creative
workshops was held at the
Serendipity House in Talapitiya,
Galle.
For the first time our team
offered a range of the fun
participation sessions normally
only available through our
festival events to Galle in stand
alone workshops for small
groups of students.
Participants enjoyed mixing with
other children from all over Galle
in these fun and exciting
sessions. Click on these links to
see photos and read more about
each session that took place.
The next School’s Out Program
will take place in the August
school holidays.

The December School’s Out
Workshop Program included:



Acting Workshop - Playback
Theatre by Yathra Creation



Percussion and Drumming
by Drum House



Alphabet Handprint Art by
Serendipity Trust



Weaving Friendship Bands
by Aunty Liyurin



Weaving Rag Rugs by ECSAT





Sponge Painting by Anita

Performing Puppets by
Serendipity Trust



Mask Making by Serendipity
Trust



Sand Art by Sulakshi



Pottery Painting by
Serendipity Trust




Origami, Paper Crafts and
Gift Cards by Ravi
Cupcake Decorating by
Chandima

For information on our August
Program:
schoolsout@serendipitytrust.com

Galle children’s festival outreach
Shadow Puppet Workshops

Big thanks to Ben, Shelly and
Ranmalie who recently
performed and ran workshops in
schools throughout Galle!
Children delighted in seeing a
special storytelling and shadow
puppet performance based on
the popular Australian children’s
story ‘Edward the Emu’.
Following the Puppet Show the
students took part in a fun
workshop where they created
their own shadow puppets. They
were very excited to discover

how simply they could create
their own moving animal
puppets. Following the
workshop, the students worked

in small groups to rehearse
their own performances which
they later performed for their
peers.
We highly appreciated the time
and thought that Ben, Shelly
and Ranmalie put in to the
preparation of their workshops.
We look forward to working
with you all again in the future!
Copies of the books Edward the
Emu, Possum Magic and Koala
Lou were donated to each
school.
Big thanks Ben, Shelly &
Ranmalie!!

Training and Development
Annual Teacher Training Workshops
The reception from Education
Directors and participating
teachers has been very positive
and enthusiastic with many
commenting that it is very rare
to have any training
opportunities offered to them.
Teachers from over 350 schools
(7 education zones) have
recently participated in the
Serendipity Trust’s annual
teacher training program.
Since November, three new
topics have been introduced and
over 20 workshops have been
run throughout the Southern
Province (as well as a special
program for pre-school teachers
in the Northern Province).
The Serendipity Trust Teacher
Training Program provides
hundreds of teachers with
training and development
opportunities each year. In 2014
the Serendipity Trust expanded
the training program in response
to requests from the Department
of Education wanting teachers
from more rural locations to
have access to training. In 2014
Serendipity Trust also extended
training workshops to student
teachers from the Unawatuna
Teacher Training College.

A team of experienced &
qualified volunteer trainers
developed three new
workshops including Take 1
Picture 2, Every Day English for
Primary Students and Stories
from Around the World.

In November 2013, a special
workshop ‘Sounds and Spoken
English for Primary’ was
developed for primary school
teachers. This workshop
brought alive the essential
everyday spoken English that
forms the back bone of fluent
and easy communication. This
workshop inspired teachers with
many quick and easy spoken
activities which they can
introduce to their young

students. The workshop
encouraged confidence and an
enjoyment of the English
language.
The Take One Picture Two
Workshop gave English
teachers the opportunity to
use one image and stimulate
activity across the four skills
(Reading, Speaking, Listening
and Writing). Each teacher
received a poster to take back
for their classrooms which
displays a busy train station
scene. Teachers spent the day
learning and sharing a variety
of activities which can be
developed from this one
image, suitable for the grades
that they teach. These
included grammar,
conversation, greetings, role
plays, drama and singing.

Training and Development
Teacher Training Workshops Continued...

Feedback received from all
attending teachers was very
positive with them all reporting
that they learnt many things that
they could immediately take
back and use in their classrooms.
“The trainers shared really
useful and simple techniques to
handle reading, writing,
speaking. It was all presented in
an innovative and interesting
manner ” - Workshop
Participant

Many Sri Lankan students do not
have the opportunity to practice
spoken English at home and
therefore their school classes are
the one place they should be
able to be confident to speak
freely and with joy.

The final workshop offered to
each group of teachers was
Traditional Stories from Around
the World. Teachers explored
how simple stories from around
the world can be utilized in the
classroom through role play,
script writing, grammar
activities and creative writing.

An addition to our training
program in 2014 was a special
series of workshops offered to
pre-primary teachers in the
Northern Province. Each teacher
participated in two days of
training as well as a resource

making session. This program
was very well received and the
Serendipity Trust is now
planning future partnerships
with Kaveri Kalai Manram to
offer a more intensive training
program for preschool
teachers from November
2014.
Our teacher training program
is now in its 8th year and
continues to be highly sought
after by Sri Lankan Schools.
For further details contact:
info@serendipitytrust.com

Community outreach
Shadows of change

The Serendipity Trust was
delighted to recently partner with
Power of Play (Pvt) Ltd and
Viluthu to deliver the Galle leg of
the island-wide ‘Shadows of
Change’ Project (SoC).
Throughout January, February
and March 2014, SoC worked
with local community artists and
dancers to create non-verbal
visual theater addressing socially
critical issues for young people in
Sri Lanka. Their aim was to
educate audiences about these
issues through a nonconfrontational, artistic medium.
This project worked in all 4

corners of Sri Lanka, Jaffna,
Batticaloa, Puttalam and Galle.
Each center created
performances on issues of
importance to their communities
and toured to schools and
community centers across the
island.

Participating schools included
Olcott MV, Dangedara
Jayawardena MV,
Paramananda MV, Suddharma
College, Kalahe Sri Sumangala,
Thotagamuwa Vijayabahu
Primary, Ukwatta KV and Galle
International College.

The project empathized
empowering participatory
communities to identify inclusive
internal solutions to conflicts
caused by ever changing
environments.
The young participants spent a
week at Serendipity House
working with Project Director,
Sulochana
Dissanayake. They
received training in
puppetry and nonverbal theatre
before developing
and rehearsing their
performance which
was then toured to
schools around
Galle.

Big thanks to Sulochana, all the
talented participants and of
course the many schools and
students who actively took
part.

Photos:
Chamila Karunarathne Photography

community Outreach
Music Off Canvas
‘Before Language’ Project
Government Meeting. They
were also commissioned to
compose a piece during their
visit which incorporated
material explored in their
workshops with the local
schools.
Music Off Canvas is a UK based
organisation specializing in cross‐
arts practice, creating unique
new works through group
improvisation for performances
and workshops.
The Serendipity Trust partnered
with Music Off Canvas and
linked these talented musicians
with local schools in the
Southern Province. Kalahe Sri
Sumangala MV and Dangedara
Jayawardena MV were the lucky
schools selected to participate in
these fun and innovative music
and movement workshops.
The ‘Before Language’ brought
two musicians and a movement
specialist to Sri Lanka from 2nd‐
16th November to coincide with
the Commonwealth Heads of

Students from Kalahe Sri
Sumangala MV and Dangedara
Jayawardena MV had the
fantastic opportunity to take
part in their creative music
and movement workshops.

inspired by the jungle and
ocean, through group
improvisation on a chosen
instrument, body percussion,
vocal effects and movement
exercises.

The workshops were highly
interactive and responsive,
encouraging students to
create their own works

Check out their facebook
page which is linked from,
our website!
www.serendipitytrust.com

community Outreach
Imagine a Day Project
that challenged their
imaginations and invited
them to play.
Using the ‘Imagine A Day’
book written by Sarah L.
danced to drums. Many dreams
were explored and celebrated.
Children imagined a day that
their dreams came true.

Imagine a day when the
ordinary became the
extraordinary.
A day when anything
was possible...
The Serendipity Trust was
honoured to be part of a very
special project which was
launched at January’s Galle
Children’s Festival. The Imagine
A Day Project in collaboration
with Black Box Theatre,
Embilipitya presented a unique
workshop for Sri Lankan students

Thomson, the project came
to life at the Galle Children's
Festival and later in follow up
workshops with Olcott MV
students.
Children delighted in
balloons, a life size puppet
storytelling grandfather and

Big thanks to Deb, Embilipitya
Blackbox, Daniel and Olga Sala,
Ranmalie and to the 90+ children
who came out to play.

“In loving memory of Sage”

jesters without borders
In March 2014, the Serendipity
Trust supported dynamic Italian
performing troupe Giullari Senza
Frontiere (Jesters Without
Borders) perform at a variety of
community events in Galle.

This group of philanthropic
clowns toured Sri Lanka for
over 2 months, performing
(at no charge) in villages,
schools, community centres,
bus stands, train stations and
even prisons! Their comedic
performances include
juggling, uni-cycling,
acrobatics and magic tricks
and delighted young and old.
On Monday 17th March, the
children, families and staff
members of ECSAT (Equalitybased Community Support
And Training) were delighted

to attend a special
performance at their centre.
The group also put on a
special show for the
Serendipity Trust’s New Year
Party for local children.
Check out the article on Page
12 for more details!

community Outreach
Serendipity trust avurudu festival
Celebrating the Sinhala and tamil new year
Saturday 22nd March 2014 was
a very special day in the
Serendipity Trust calendar. The
first Avurudu Children’s Festival
was held at Serendipity House.
Children from the local area
and students from Dangedara
Jayawardena MV and Yasodara
Children’s home all took part in
a day of traditional new year
customs and party games to
mark the coming of the Sinhala
& Tamil New Year in April.
The day ended with Giullari
Senza Frontiere’s (Clowns
without Borders) final
performance in Sri Lanka.
Giullari Senza Frontiere from
Italy have been travelling
around Sri Lanka performing in
villages, schools, hospitals, bus
stands, train stations, prisons
and community centres for 3
months. Their performances
were filled to the brim with
comedy, acrobatics, juggling
and audience participation.
Huge thanks to the Giullari
Senza Frontiere, the
Serendipity Trust Team, our
friendly neighbours and all the
wonderful people who
volunteered their time to
make this event possible.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Galle Children’s Festival ‘Mini Fest’ at
Suddharma COLLEGE
www.facebook.com/gallechildrensfestival
program of events for children
in Sri Lanka.

Following the success of our
Mini Fests in Oct 2013 and Jan
2014 the Serendipity Trust will
be holding another Mini Fest on
Saturday 31st May 2014!
Held at Suddharma College, this
event will offer 480 primary and
secondary students from 13
schools in the southern province
a day of interactive and
innovative workshops. Teachers
will participate in their own
workshop run by Sunday Times
on ‘Using Newspapers in the
Classroom’.
We thank the organisations and
individual facilitators who are
donating their time and
resources free of charge to
ensure the success of this
special event.
Our thanks also to the
Department of Education
(Southern Province) for
supporting Serendipity Trust’s

Drama Workshop - British
Council Library
Art Competition - British
Council Library
Paper Craft - - British Council
Library
Creative Writing - British
Council Library
Animals in the Jungle - British
Council English Language
Services
Animals in the Sea - British
Council English Language
Services
Animals in the Snow - British
Council English Language
Services
Building Peace - Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA)
Shodo (Japanese Calligraphy) Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA)
Jump Rope Olympics - Japan
International Cooperation
Agency

Interactive Story Telling Serendipity Trust
Writing a Newspaper
Article (For Teachers) - Sunday
Times
Mask Making - Serendipity Trust
Theatre Games - Black Box,
Embilipitya
Glass Painting - Nirosha
Ambagahawatta (SL)
Singing with Sign - Children’s
Hope (SL)
Recycled Beads - Children’s
Hope (SL)
Pottery Painting - Serendipity
Trust
Reading & Story Telling - Nifraz
Rifaz
Recycling Craft Workshop Greener Galle
Theatre Workshop - Mind
Adventures
Check out our facebook page for
regular updates.
For more info contact:
theserendipitytrust@gmail.com

To all the individuals and organisations who make
our work in Sri Lanka possible!!!

