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Galle Children’s Festival Outreach Program
‘Mini

Fest’ in Dikkumbura

www.facebook.com/gallechildrensfestival
Children’s
Festival
Outreach
Program.

The Galle Children’s Festival is
an ongoing program of events,
festivals and participation
opportunities, coordinated by
the Serendipity Trust
(Guarantee) Ltd, for children in
Sri Lanka.
On Saturday 5th of October
2013 a Mini Festival was held in
partnership with Dikkumbura
Sri Siddhartha MV. This event
aimed to bring children from
neighboring schools together
to enjoy a range of workshops
run by local and international
artists and practitioners and
organsiations.
This event was funded by
Dikkumbura Sri Siddhartha
MV’s partner school in the UK,
King’s College School,
Cambridge. The event was
organised by the Serendipity
Trust as part of the 2013 Galle

361 students
participated in
this event with
each child having
the chance to
learn something new during
interactive and dynamic
workshops. Each student
participated in 3 workshops
and were also very proud to
perform their new talents.
The Galle Children’s Mini
Festival offered 18 different
workshops (3 sessions of each
workshop) for 6 schools. 20
students participated in each

session. 250 of the 361
participants were from
Dikkumbura Sri Siddhartha MV.

GCF Workshops included:
Creative Writing
Lal Medawattegedara (British

Council)
Students worked with published
author Lal Medewattegedara
from the British Council to learn
various methods for enhancing
their creative writing abilities in
English.
Craft workshops
V Rajaratnam (British Council)
Students learnt paper rolling
techniques and made gift cards
and wrote messages in English
to celebrate World Children’s
Day
Design & Print your Own Fabric
Nirosha Ambagawatta
The workshop offers the
opportunity to activate the
inherent creative ability in every
child. The activity aimed to
explore, create and evoke fun
with colors and fabric while the
working process is considered
more important than the finish
product.
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Mini Festival in Dikkumbura
Continued!
Japan International
Cooperation Agency
Students learnt the ancient
traditional art of paper folding
with the JICA volunteers

Japanese Calligraphy (Shodo)
Mr.Hibino, Japan
International Cooperation
Agency
Participants learnt the art of
Japanese calligraphy from a
JICA volunteer
Art Competition
Shiroma Benaragama (British
Council)
Students worked with
Shiroma from the British
Council Library to create
amazing illustrations.
Story Telling Sessions
Shashila (British Council)
Students participated in an
interactive Story Telling
Session with Shiroma from
the British Council’s Library.
They each then made their
own bookmark to take home.
Origami
Miss. Atsuko & Miss.Makiko

Under the Sea
Jo Kaminska Foundation
Students learnt the
importance of protecting our
oceans by not littering and
recycling their waste products.
This informative session was
followed by a fun art activity.
Let's read with Nifraz
Nifraz Rifaz
Nifraz promotes a strong
reading culture amongst
school children as a lifelong
habit. In this session Nifraz
read a chapter from a Sinhala
and English story with the
children. They then made
bookmarks.
Handwork with Shahani

Shahani Amjah
Children were taught to design a
creative piece of work using
paper while singing. The purpose
of the workshop was to
encourage students to enjoy
whatever they do and make
things fun and enjoyable.
Pottery Painting
MJF Foundation
Students created their own
colourful designs on terracotta
vases which they could then take
home as gifts for their family and
friends.
Lets Sing Songs with Signing
Manoj Rasanka, Children’s Hope
Volunteers from Children’s Hope
gave students the unique
opportunity to learn some of
their favourite songs using only
their hands. They also learnt
many greetings to enable them to
communicate with people with
hearing impairments.
Make Jewelry out of Paper
Umeshi, Children’s Hope
Saving the environment was the
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illustration of a village
perahera.
Animals in the Ocean
(British Council)
Students participated in a
variety of activities aimed at
increasing their confidence in
spoken English covering the
theme of ‘Animals in the
Ocean’.

main theme of this workshop.
Students learnt how to
recycle old magazines and
newspapers to create
colourful beads which can be
turned in to necklaces and
earings.
Steps with Rhythm
ECSAT
All children had the chance to
learn some new drama skills
and dance steps to different
types of rhythms. This
workshop promoted the
integration of children of all
abilities.
Illustrate a Children’s
Storybook
Sebastian Hobbs, Serendipity
Trust (Guarantee) Ltd
Sebastian shared a variety of
colourful children’s books
before encouraging students
to create their own

Animals in the Jungle
(British Council)
Students participated in a
variety of activities aimed at
increasing their confidence in
spoken English covering the
theme of ‘Animals in the
Jungle’.

increasing their confidence in
spoken English covering the
theme of ‘Animals in the Snow’.

Animals in the Snow
(British Council)
Students participated in a
variety of
activities
aimed at

Just some of the many volunteers who made this GCF Event such a
success! A Huge thanks to all of you!
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One Day In Japan Events
day ended with
a special
dancing
performance
from the JICA
Volunteers.

In July 2013 the Galle
Children’s Festival in
partnership with the Japanese
International Cooperation
Agency held two special events
for students from selected
schools in the Southern
Province.
Nihon De No Ichi Nichi (One
Day in Japan) offered
participants an exciting
opportunity to discover the
cultural delights of the
Japanese culture while learning
traditional arts, language and
cooking skills.
The first event was held on
11th July 2013 at
Kithulampitiya Ananda MV with
6 schools attending. The 120
participants enjoyed a carousel
of cultural workshops as well as
an informative presentation on
JICA’s projects in Sri Lanka. The

On Friday 13th
July 2013 the
event was
repeated for
children from schools in the
Tangalle area. This event was
held at Deepankara Primary
school and another 120
children participated. They had
a great time learning Japanese
calligraphy, cooking Japanese
food and also making some
great animals and hats
following the ancient tradition
of Japanese Origami. The
second day ended with singing
some fun Japanese songs.

Special thanks to all the staff
and volunteers who helped
make these events possible and
to the Japan International
Cooperation Agency for taking
the time to travel from all parts
of Sri Lanka to work with the
students from Galle and
Tangalle.
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The Music Project
was organised by the
Serendipity Trust as part of the
2013 Galle Children’s Festival
Outreach Program.
150 students participated for
this event with each child

The Music Project was held on
8th of July 2013 at Dikkumbura
Sri Siddhartha School. This
exciting program was funded
by their partner School King’s
College School, Cambridge and

Each student was able to
play 1-2 songs by the end of
their workshop and were all
very proud to perform their
new talents.
The Music Project runs
workshops with schools
throughout Sri Lanka. The
team of 4 Sri Lankan and 3
Scottish Volunteers travelled
all the way from Kurunegala
to run the 15 workshops with
the students.
Big thanks to all involved!

having the chance to learn
how to play the recorder in an
interactive and fun workshop.
Following the event, each
student received their own
recorder and music pack to
take home to encourage them
to continue with this new skill.
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Illustrate a Children’s Book
In October 2013 the Serendipity Trust launched its
Illustrate a Children’s Storybook Workshops at a
Galle Children’s Festival ‘Mini Festival’.
Young photographer and artist Sebastian Hobbs
travelled from Italy to work with students from
rural and urban schools in the Galle area.
Selected artwork will be featured in a children’s
book being published by the Serendipity Trust in
2014.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Annual Teacher Training & Development
Program

The Serendipity Trust is excited
to announce the continuation
of our annual teacher training
program. Workshops will
commence again from
November 2013. Three new
topics will be introduced and
20 workshops will be run
throughout the Southern
Province, with additional
workshops being offered in the
Eastern Province.
The Serendipity Trust Teacher
Training Programme provides
hundreds of teachers with
training and development
opportunities each year.
Mary Yuille, who develops and
delivers this annual programme
works with a team of
experienced & qualified
volunteer trainers to deliver
workshops for Primary and
Secondary English Teachers
from rural and urban Sri Lankan
schools.

In Early 2013, the Take One
Picture Workshop gave English
teachers the opportunity to
use one image and stimulate
activity across the four skills
(Reading, Speaking, Listening
and Writing). Each teacher
received a poster to take back
for their classrooms which
displays a busy market scene.

Teachers spent the day
learning and sharing a variety
of activities which can be
developed from this one
image, suitable for the grades
that they teach. These
included
grammar,
conversation,
greetings, role
plays, drama and
singing. Feedback
received from all
attending
teachers was very
positive with

them all reporting that they
learnt many things that they
could immediately take back
and use in their classrooms.
“I learnt about the versatility
of using one picture to create
role plays and descriptions” Workshop Participant
Earlier this year, the
workshop ‘Toolkit for
Talking’ was also introduced.
This special workshop
designed for English
Teachers of Grades 3, 4 and 5
provided the primary
teachers with a ‘toolkit’ to
promote talking in the
classroom. Around 20
different activities were tried
and tested, discussed and
evaluated towards giving
each teacher a pack to take
back and use immediately in

Annual Teacher Training & Development
Program Continued...
Three new workshops have
been developed for the
coming year including Take 1
Picture 2, Every Day English for
Primary Students and Stories
from Around the World.

the classroom.
This year’s ‘Everyday English’
Workshop brought alive the
essential everyday English that
forms the back bone of fluent
and easy communication. From
daily greetings, simple
conversations, enquiries and
answers, likes and dislikes,
needs and feelings. It gave
basic examples and practice to
improve fluency and
understanding.
In 2014 the Serendipity Trust
will be working with 350
schools from 7 education zones
in the Southern Province
including the Akuressa,
Morawaka and Elpitiya and
Walasmulla Education Zones.
These new zones make up part
of our new catchment area for
the Training Programme. These
schools have been identified by
the Southern Provincial
Education Department as being
in desperate need of training
opportunities.

‘Take 1 Picture 2’ follows on
from the 2013 Workshop. We
have been lucky to secure the
support of artist Sarah Wood
once again who is creating a
graphic poster for the schools
based on a busy train station
scene. A poster of Sarah’s
illustration will be supplied to
each participating school.
During the workshop, the
teachers will work through
observations, questioning,
creative thought and writing,
reporting and drama to
experience a wide variety of
experiences stimulated by a
single image.
Everyday English for Primary
Students will inspire teachers
with many quick and easy
spoken activities which they
can introduce to their young
students. The workshop aims
to encourage confidence and
an enjoyment of the English
language. Many Sri Lankan
students do not have the
opportunity to practice spoken
English at home and therefore

their school classes are the
one place they should be
able to be confident to speak
freely and with joy.
Our upcoming Traditional
Stories from Around the
World Workshops will
provide each participating
teacher with a CD resource
for their classroom. The CD
will contain an abundance of
simplified traditional stories
from all over the globe. The
workshop will support
teachers to explore the huge
range of activities that can be
used in their classrooms from
the one CD.
Our teacher training program
is now in its 8th year and
continues to be highly sought
after by Sri Lankan Schools.
For further details contact:
theserendipitytrust@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Music Off Canvas ‘Before Language’ Project

Music Off Canvas is a UK based
organisation specializing in
cross--‐arts practise, creating
unique new works through
group improvisation for
performances and workshops.
The Serendipity Trust is very
excited to be able to link these
talented musicians with local
schools in the Southern
Province. Their project ‘Before
Language’ will bring two

musicians and a movement
specialist to Sri Lanka from
2nd--‐16th November to
coincide with the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting. They
have been commissioned to
compose a piece during their
visit and will be incorporating
material explored in
workshops with the local
schools in to their final piece.

workshops will be highly
interactive and responsive,
encouraging students to
create their own works
inspired by ‘phrases of
love’, through group
improvisation on a chosen
instrument, body
percussion, vocal effects
and movement exercises.
Details of the outcomes of
these workshops will be
detailed in our next issue

Students from Kalahe Sri
Sumangala MV and Dorape
MV will have the fantastic
opportunity to take part in
highly creative music and
movement workshops. The

Shadows of Change Performance Project
‘Shadows of Change’ is a nonverbal visual theater group of
community artists. Their aim
is to educate audiences about
socially critical issues through
a non-confrontational, artistic
medium.

performances happening in
early 2014.

conflicts caused by ever
changing environments.

The content for each
performance is selected
through a democratic
discussion on the most
pressing social issues.

This project will head to all
corners of Sri Lanka
including the North, East,
West and South. Each
center will create
performances on issues of
importance to their
communities and tour to
schools and community
centers across the island.

People involved in or
passionate about community
theatre will be identified and
work with other actors to
produce performances which
will then be showcased in 5
schools in the southern
province.

The Serendipity Trust is
excited to be partnering with
Vilithu to support the
southern element of a new set
of community theatre

The project aims to
empathize and empower
participatory communities
to identify inclusive
internal solutions to

Stay tuned for further details!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Galle Children’s Festival Mini Fest
www.facebook.com/gallechildrensfestival
Following the success of our
Mini Fest in October 2013
the Serendipity Trust in
partnership with the Galle
Literary Festival is planning
to hold another Mini Fest in
late January!

We are currently calling for
writers, artists, organisations
and workshop facilitators to
come together and volunteer
their time for this worthwhile
event.

This event will offer primary
and secondary students from
8-10 schools in the southern
province a day of interactive
and innovative workshops.

Participating students will
enjoy a range of workshops,
performances and story
telling sessions.
For more info contact:
theserendipitytrust@gmail.com

School’s Out! Holiday Program Workshops
December 2013
The Serendipity Trust
will be launching our
School’s Out! Holiday
Program for the first
time this December!
This program of fun
workshops will
be held at the
Serendipity Trust
Headquarters in
Talapitya, Galle.
For the first time
we will be

bringing some of the fun
sessions normally only
available through our
festival events to Galle in
stand alone workshops for
small groups of students.

Participants will enjoy
mixing with other children
from all over Galle in these
fun and exciting sessions.
Workshops will include a
range of arts and craft
activities including
illustration, origami,
fabric design and
pottery painting!
Email us for more
info!

To all the individuals and organisations who make our
work in Sri Lanka possible!!!

